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MARK MAIMONE and his trumpet get into the swing of things at Thursday's event

JPL band gets into swing of things

Celestial tunes heavily
featured on the playlist

By Andrew Bridges
Srarr WHITER

LA CANADA FLINTRIDGE —
Cmly at JPL can & bunch of rocket sc-
entists get together to bell oat swing
favorites like, yes, “Fly Me to the
oon,”

Since it formed in January, the

band variously known as Big Band
Theory, The Jazz Propulsion Big Band
o, 45 one member suggested, simply
Merds with Homs — has played vari-
s gigs on the Je Propulsion
Laboratory's La Cafiada Fliniridge
CaTNHIS.

Packed with PhD s, the band s
equally scientific in its pkaylist, which
beans heavily woward the leavens,
“Stardust™ and “It's Only a Paper
Moon" are two favorites; "“Orange
Colored Sky™ — a paen to Mars — is
another.

“We iy 1o o &s many musical
puns as possible,” said trumpeser and
software engineer Pat Olguin, who
founded the band with computer spe-
cialist Brenda Burkhart. “There are so
many celestinl songs, we haven't even
begun 1o explose them.”

Unlike the years of preparation
that most JPL missions go through, the
band formed almost instantansousy
after a call for musicians went oul over
the lak's internal [nternet message
board, Burkharg said.
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Like every other JPL propect, the
band proves its mettle, appropristely
enough, in the Envirenmemal Tesa
Laboratory, While JPL spacecraft ane
put through the paces in the 25-foot
space simulator thermal vacuwm there,
which replicates the iemperatures and
pressures of space, the band sets up in
a computer room next door for its
".'-'tl:'il'_'.' Al-minuse prﬁ.:l.i::-&' SEAFIONS,

About 40 people now participate,
with about hall performing each con-
cert, such as the 3-minute set played
Thursday during a JPL honor awards
CEFEIIONY.

Mark Maimone, a trumpeter, said
he jeined o “get back in shape,”

“We just get greatl responses,” said
Maimone, a JPL camera expert who
recently missed a few rehearsals
because he was in the Ukraing training
specialists in the use of a robotic rover
wsed to probe the failed Chemoby|
g ear reactor

Morman Carter, & technical editor,
said he literally stumbled across the
band while on a lunch-time walk,

For the 67-vear-old big-band fan,
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SLALT glwsliri by KEITH BIEMINCGHAM

MEMBERS of the Big Band Theory play swing music during a
IPL honor awards ceremony Thursday.

who sang “Safin Doll” on Thursday,

the group gave him his first break.
“It's the fulfillment of a dream

I've had for 50 vears," Carler said,
One of the band’s next gigs will be

and Loe Angeles Hewepaper Group,

Aug. 17, when they join up with the

JPL swing dance ¢lub to celebrate the
Cassini spacesraft’s fyvby of Eanth to
gain momentum for its trip to Satum.
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